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HOUSE BI LL 1806

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ronmero, Cooper and Lovick

Read first time 02/10/2003. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to regulation of notor vehicle bunpers; anending
RCW 46. 37. 513; and addi ng a new section to chapter 46.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Mul tipurpose passenger vehicle (MPV)" neans a notor vehicle,
except a trailer, designed to carry ten or fewer persons that is
constructed either on a truck chassis or with special features for
occasi onal off-road operation.

Sec. 2. RCW46.37.513 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 s 43 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) When any notor vehicle was originally equipped with bunpers or
any other collision energy absorption or attenuation system that
systemshal |l be naintained i n good operational condition, and no person
shall renove or disconnect, and no owner shall cause or know ngly
permt the renoval or disconnection of, any part of that system except
tenporarily in order to make repairs, replacenents, or adjustnents.
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(2)(a) It is unlawful to operate a passenger car, truck, or
mul ti purpose passenger vehicle wth a gross vehicle weight rating of
10,000 pounds or less on a public street or highway of this state if
the vehicle has been altered or nodified so that it has a bunper hei ght
greater than that specified in (b) of this subsection.

(b) Maxi mum bunper heights are as foll ows:

Vehicle Class Front Back
Passenger Vehicles 22 inches 22 inches
Trucksand MPVs
4,500 Ibs. and under GVWR: 24 inches 26 inches
4,501 Ibs. to 7,500 Ibs. GVWR: 27 inches 29 inches
7,401 1bs. to 10,000 Ibs. GVWR: 28 inches 30 inches

Addi ng an additional bunper will not neet these requirenents.

(c) The bunper on any vehicle so altered or nodified nust be:

(i) At least 4.5 inches in vertical height, centered on the
vehicle's centerline, and extend no less than the wdth of the
respective wheel track distances:;

(ii) Attached to the vehicle in a manner equivalent to the original
manuf acturer's installation;

(iii) Horizontal |oad bearing and attached to the vehicle frane to
effectively transfer energy when inpacted.

--- END ---
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